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1. Introduction 


The Ega language is spoken in western Cote d’Ivoire, as an enclave language among Kru speakers. It has 
been investigated by Rimy Bole-Richard (1983, ms.) and more recently by a project led by Dafydd Gibbon 
(). Ega has been considered a threatened language, although it now seems likely that there are more speakers 
than previously thought. 

Bole-Richard & Lafage (1983) argue that Ega is a Kwa language on the basis of lexicostatistics and they 
include it in a set with other Kwa languages in Cote d’Ivoire. Although the maximum lexicostatistic 
percentage with any individual language is only 13%, they give Ega 35% with the group as a whole. Ega 
frequently shares a common root with only one other Kwa language. 

The text notes that Ega is in other ways exceptional. It has a very complete set of alternating V-prefixes on 
nominal stems, more closely resembling Bantoid languages than its immediate neighbours, as well as a 
complete set of fortis/lenis oppositions in voiced consonants. The nominal prefixes do suggest that Ega is a 
Niger-Congo or even an East Volta-Congo language, but the evidence is less than compelling that it is 
closely related to the Kwa languages. 

In this analysis 1 2 , most of the original transcriptions are preserved as presented in the texts. Bole-Richard's 
transcriptions have undergone minor modifications, however. 

Bole-Richard This paper 

i - y 

i i 

G) U 

Ega examples in the Comparative Kwa wordlist have the additional symbols h and r which are reproduced 
here, but their example inteipretation is unclear. 


Abidji 


Kwa 

Eotile 

Kwa 

Abron 


Kwa 

Erusu 

Edoid 

Abure 

Aboure 

Kwa 

Godie 

Kru 

Adyukru 

Adioukrou 

Kwa 

Guro 

Mande 

Agni 


Kwa 

Igala 

Yoruboid 

Aizi 


Kru 

jrewe 

Kru 

Alladian 


Kwa 

Koyo 

Kru 

Attie 


Kwa 

Mambila 

Mambiloid 

Avikam 


Kwa 

Mbatto 

Kwa 

Batu 


Tivoid 

Neyo 

Kru 

Baule 

Baoule 

Kwa 

Nnakenyare 

Dakoid 

Bete 


Kru 

Nyabwa 

Kru 

Bete of Guiberoa 


Kru 

Nzema 

Kwa 

Burn 


Tivoid 

Tepo 

Kru 

Dan 


Mande 

Y angkam 

Tarokoid 

Dida 


Kru 




Table 1 is a wordlist of Ega sorted by English gloss and divided into a number of fairly large categories. It 
will be clear from this that there is a substantial section of the ‘core’ vocabulary that has no evident source. 
Parallels with other phyla are noted in the comments column 2 . It is also clear that, contrary to the claim in 
Bole-Richard (1983), there are clear Kru cognates in areas of ‘core’ vocabulary. 


1 Thanks to Kay Williamson (f) for comments on a preliminary version 

2 The list was also compared with Gur from Mensah & Tchagbale (1983) but without uncovering a single evident 
common form. 
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Table 1. Analysis of Ega data 


English gloss 

Ega citation 

External parallel (if any) 

Body Parts 



arm 

uwla 

? cf. Proto-Ijo 6ara, 

back 

iqwiie 


beard 

rva /a- 

cf. Dida and other Kru va 

belly 

anagu 

#la- ‘intestine’ + agu ‘stomach’ 

blood 

asa 


body 

isrukpa /a- 


bone 

iku 

cf. common Kru kpa/kwa/kla but also Niger-Congo #-ku. 

brain 

aveli 


breast 

ijia 

cf. Alladian ejia, Eotile ejie, and Kru: e.g. jrewe jiese but also in 
Dakoid, e.g. Nnakenyare jiesa 

buttocks, anus 

ate 

cf. Abron tu, Eotile eyite, 

cheek 

agbugbu 

cf. Godie, Bete (Kru) gbugbu 

chest 

edegbe/a- 

cf. Neyo (Kru) dibble also Kwa, Abure eda, 

chin 

imavu /a- 

cf. Alladian emwa bu ('mouth-stone') 

ear 

elowa a- 

cf. Nyabwa loku, 

eye 

efi /e- 


faeces 

imni 

cf. Didajini, Neyo jib, Abure amli, Eotile mi but an Atlantic-Congo 
root of the form (m)-bin (W.). Also cf. Proto-Ijo 6fe, 

fart 

umnise 

? cf. Abure mfit, 

finger 

eta /i- 


flesh 

ena 

cf. Avikam ejia, but this is Niger-Congo #-na for ‘meat’. 

foot 

ibebe 


forehead 

igbede 

cf. Attie gba, Abbey gbepi, 

hair 

ululu /e- 

cf. Tepo lii pupu, 

hair of head 

unululu 

head+ hair 

hand 

ikasa 

cf. Dan (Mande) ka, also Baule sa, 

intestines 

inamni 

cf. Nzema apale reflecting Niger-Congo root #-na, #-la 

head 

inu /a- 

cf. Adyukru mig, Tepo lii, but also Niger-Congo roots #-lu- 

heart 

ekpoyro 

cf. Aizi pra, 

jaw 

agbaja 


knee 

ono /i- 

widespread forms in EBC e.g. Mambila na 2 Burn e-nu /a-nu, Batu 0 - 
nun /a- 

leg 

awe 

cf. Attie we, 

liver 

ica 


mouth 

ama 

cf. Mbatto ome, Alladian emwa, but also Aizi mu. 

mucus 

ika 

? cf. rjga, 

nail 

itonu 

cf. Alladian atawro, 

nose 

ijiesi 

cf. Alladian nnye but also Kru: Tepo nee 'nostril' and Mande e.g. Guro 

Jie 

nostril 

ejuivo 

'nose-hole' 

neck 

ucfwe 

cf. Ebrie a6wa, Avikam awa6a, if Cj was originally a labial-velar 

penis 

ewli 

cf. Eotile ewra, Nzema tuwale, 

pus 

ifeni 

cf. Abidji rifi, 

saliva 

amadii 

'mouth-water' 

scabies 

epi 


scarification 

arii 


shoulder 

odagbla 


skin 

5yru 

cf. Alladian ewru, Avikam efru, 

stomach 

agu /i- 

cf. Dan (Mande) gu, Mbatto oko, Abbey opu, 

sweat 

awawa 

? cf. Abidji lowo, 

tears 

ame 


thigh 

apu /1- 

Widespread in Benue-Congo, e.g. Igala 5-pa, Erusu i-kpa 

tongue 

eno /i- 

? cf. Eotile ane, Abure nane, and similar forms. 
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English gloss 

tooth 

urine 

vagina 

voice 

wound, sore 

People 

baby 

chief 

child, son 

co-wife 

family 

father 

female 

friend 

girl 

grandparent 

husband 

honky 

in-law 

landlord (hote ) 

leper 

man 

mother 

nephew 

old person 

older brother 

person 

rich man 

sister 

slave 

stranger 

twins 

uncle (maternal) 

wife 

witch 

woman 

young girl 

young man 

younger brother 

Animals & parts 

agama lizard 
animal, meat 
animal sp. 
animal track 
ant 

ant of coipse 
antelope sp. 
anthill I 
anthill II 
bat 

bee, honey 
bird 
bird sp. 
buffalo 


Ega citation External parallel (if any) 


enuma /a- 

nominalisation of'to bite', widespread Niger-Congo #-lum- 

ilakpa /a- 


ejirofi 

cf. Alladian esr nevrT, 

umana /e- 


iba /a- 

? cf. Abidji lubumu, 


ofi welrekpa 


ucjla nata 
ofi /e- 
adada 
itopu /a- 
ata /-ma 

cf. Dida to, 

anaja h- 
agwayi 

cf. Neyo 6eyi perhaps ? Nzema egawfi, 

esuwokpe 


aja 

cf. Ebrie %i, 

ogbi 

see 'man' 

otrukpofi 
aba /e- 
olugbofi 
oku gbugbu 

= ‘sickness-red’ 

ogbi 


ana 

cf. Neyo nr, Attie ns, Abbey na, Igbo nne etc. Niger-Congo root #-na 

ogwe /e- 
aglrglrpaa 
ogbitayi 
ajiaa 

cf. Aizi jia but Niger-Congo root #-ni-, -nu- (W.) 

anigbi /e- 
anayufi 
u6a /e- 
eliigbe 
elufle /a- 
ada6u 
asi/e- 

see ‘woman’ 

a^az'i6u 
asi/e- 

cf. Avikam, Krobu si 

eswekpe /a- 
anima /e- 
abituyr 



ewlegbi 


ena /i- 
i6e 

udu /e- 

cf. Ebrie rna but a Niger-Congo root #-na(ma) 

esisiakpa 
ugofe 
edi /a- 
igole 
idulu la¬ 
bia h- 

cf. Ebrie rsisrr, 

elovle /i- 

probably a compound. ? cf. Neyo (Kru) lovue, Aizi lu 

enakpiekpa 

etr 

'animal + x' but see Nyabwa nekpee, 

egu 

cf. Ebrie go, Krobu gbra, 
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English gloss 

Ega citation 

External parallel (if any) 

bushbaby 

ivala /a- 


bushpig 

avagba /i- 


butterfly 

ofifl /i- 


‘carp’ 

idakpa 

cf. Ebrie kpekpe. 

cat 

catfish 

jiaquna 

cf. jrewc (Kru) jiau, 

chameleon 

glimyo 

cf. Dida glimio, and similar forms in other Kru 

chicken 

uwla 


civet cat 

ublo /e- 


claw 

itonu 


cock 

awla 'gbi 

chicken + male 

cockroach 

5vivi 


cow 

edo /i- 

cf. Ebrie rdwa bye, Adykuru id, 

crab 

axa 

cf. common west Kru #ka but similar roots widespread in Niger-Congo 

crocodile I 

5wa 

? cf. Alladian eva, 

crocodile II 

ekpakf 

cf. Dida kpakr, Koyo kakr, 

crow 

dabalu 


dog 

uve /e- 

cf. Aizi (Kru) vs though both could be related to Mande-Congo #-bu 

donkey 

duck 

aflumu 

common regional term, e.g. Baule aflumu, Aizi afrumu, 

earthworm 

ufro 

cf. Attie hr5, Abbey ru, 

egg 

ifu 


electric catfish 

udagbu 

cf. Abidji, Adyukru didilb, 

elephant 

ete /a- 

cf. Avikam etri, Eotile esu, but also Kru, Aizi dye, Tepo due. 

feather 

utu /e- 

cf. Avikam etu, Abbey ete. 

fish 

ediine /i- 

'water-creature' 

fly 

eq5 


flying squirrel 

icf5 /a- 


francolin 

ebulekpe 


goat 

ewi 

cf. Tepo wli, Aizi wri, 

goat, male 

i65wa 

Niger-Congo root #-6ori. 

grasscutter 

gligbo 

cf. Dida (Kru) grigbo but also Avikam (Kwa) grigbe, and forms with #- 
gbe in EBC, e.g. Yangkam gb9 (k ) 

grasshopper 

cagli 

cf. Tepo kolu, 

green pigeon 

ilowle 

cf. Ebrie k5ye, but all regional Kwa languages have a similar form. Also 
Kru, cf. Aizi konje, Koyo kpoga, 

guinea-fowl 

kaje 

guinea-worm 

egusri 

cf. Avikam eg5ni, 

hare 

sesekpe 


hedgehog 

ig5 /a- 


hippo 

ejug6ele 

cf. Koyo juz*6le, Bete of Guiberoa (Kru) mgbull. It probably means 
‘water-elephant’ in another language 

horn 

ugu /e- 

cf. common eastern Kru forms such as Koyo go 

horse 

kpaqga 

cf. Aizi kpaqga, Krobu kparjga but a regional culture-term 

hump 

i6uku /a- 

cf. Neyo 6uo, also ? Eotile akubo by metathesis 

leopard 

eji5 


louse 

apnaagi 

cf. Abbey apu, also Kru e.g. Tepo nw5, 

manatee 

dldre 


mason wasp 

etuekpa 


monitor lizard 

a flu /i- 

cf. Abure ahuluvu, 

monkey 

ib /a- 

cf. Adyukru 15w, 

mosquito 

ejjomi 

cf. Dida gwomie, Koyo qamuye, 

mouse I 

6ucre 

cf. Koyo (Kru) fiicra although this is isolated 

mouse II 

ug6o 

cf. Abbey okw5, Baule kpo, but also Kru: Guere boe, Aizi bo, 

pangolin 

eyi 


parrot I 
parrot II 

ise /a- 


pigeon 

igu /a- 
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English gloss 

Ega citation 

External parallel (if any) 

porcupine 

dogobli 


python 

aye 

cf. Krobu ayro, but also Kru, e.g. jrewe jre, 

rat 

bwri 


scoipion 

itatariigla 

cf. Tepo gaya, 

sheep 

iwuwla 

cf. Abure await, but also Kru e.g. jrewe bawlr, 

snail I 

ifi /a- 


snail II 

ele /i- 

cf. Mbatto ala, 

snake generic 

elo 

cf. Agni eo, Abidji alu, also Kru: Koyo mlebolu 

snake sp. I 

elolu /i- 


spider I 

gajii 


spider II 

liqonu 


squirrel 

etyakpa 


tail 

ulu /e- 

cf. Adyukru luwi, Baule lwa, Abure oliie, 

termite 

aqna 

cf. Koyo qana, 

toad 

axb 

cf. Abure klapaka but words with a kVrV formula are widespread in 
Africa 

tortoise 

oge /i- 

? cf. Nzema ewuya, 

turtle 

ocfuge 

water + tortoise 

warthog 

i 6 ukpe 

Kru, e.g. jrewe hulu, 

worm 

uflo 

wing 

upewu /e- 


Plants 

atieke 

avejia 


banana 

slab a /a- 

? cf. Hausa ayaba 

baobab 

ave 

cf. Koyo vada, 

bark 

iyrukpa 

#-kpa element is a Niger-Congo root 

bean 

aft 

? cf. Krobu abolu 

branch 

ulu /e- 


bunch I 

igala /a- 


bunch II 

ida la- 


cassava 

evejia /a- 


coconut 

igwa 


cocoyam 

ekoko 

cf. Nzema ekuko, Agni kooko, Nyabwa kooko but similar forms occur 
throughout the region 

cola sp. I 

aga 

cf. Nzema eyesrle, but also Kru: Aizi ge, Koyo gole, 

cola sp. II 

eda /i- 


cotton 

J6S£ foxo 

cf. Krobu jese, but a regional culture-word 

fruit 

idu /a- 


gourd 

ewa 

< Baule awa. Likely to be a culture-term in this region 

grass 

uxlu 


guava 

goyavo 

<French 

indigo 

gab 


leaf 

aluku /i- 

cf. Neyojioku, 

leaf sp. I 

16 a /a- 


leaf sp. II 

avava /i- 


lime 

idogogbledo 


maize 

didi 

cf. Dida didt, Avikam, Alladian dudu, Abidji dodo, but a recent 
culture-word. 

millet 


cf. Abbey ji', Nzema ji66, but also Kru: Bete ji55, 

mushroom 

alata /i- 

cf. Baule gbalu, Ebrie £gbok h we, also Kru: gbo£. Koyo gbogbaa 

okra 

egbati 

palm sp. I 

ada /a- 


palm sp. II 

ilofo /a- 


palm-nut 

awa 

cf. Alladian ava, Abure eve, also Kru: jrewe we. 

palm-wine 

alolu 


parasolier 

ukadu 
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English gloss 

pepper 
plantain 
raffia palm 
reed 
rice 

root 

rubber 

seed 

shea-butter 

silk-cotton 

‘sponge’ 

(loofah?) 

tobacco 

tree -generic 

tree sp. I 

wood 

yam 

Natural World 

ashes 

bush 

charcoal 

claw 

clay, mud 

cloud 

day 

dry season I 
dry season II 
dust 
evening 
field I 
field II 
fire 

firewood 

God 

gold 

grave 
ground I 
ground II 
hailstone 
hearth 
hill 

honey 
house 
iron 
market 
medicine I 
medicine II 
meeting-place 
mist 


Ega citation 
baye 
elaba 
oil /a- 
uli/i- 
isaxa 

usugblu /e- 
ajiaa 

epi 
gwn 
5veZa¬ 
mbia 

asra 
ote /a- 
al5 /a- 
ize / a- 
eya 


External parallel (if any) 

cf. Attie byeka, 

see banana. ? metathesis of forms such as Krobu banda 


cf. Ebrie rsaka, Neyo saka but #-saka forms widespread in region. A 
culture-word. 

cf. Avikam, Ebrie apa also Kru: Bete jia, Did ajia but a culture-term in 
the region 

Niger-Congo root #-pi. 

< Krobu etc. rjgwe, 

cf. Dida mina, also Kwa: Abure mane, Ebrie emra, but a regional 
culture-word 

cf. Aizi, Abidji, Ebrie asra, but a regional culture-word 
Niger-Congo root #-ti. cf. e.g. Abbey ti, also Kru: Wobe tu, 


alula 

ukalu 

axowli 

itonu 

Tvla 

uyfelii 

iji 

yru6a 

kakwe 

ugbowu 

agwetisu 

ita 

egagble 

ika 

uje 

inaga /a- 

asike 

adi 
ati 
alula 
ilala /a- 
iguyru /a- 
iyrukpu 


a^a 

eleteyi 

ada6la 

awazi 

upu /e- 

idide /a- 

uyrelii 


? cf. Yoruba eru, 

cf. ? Krobu ka, Tepo kwla but also Benue-Congo roots, e.g. Eggon a- 
kala, Horom kara, Akpes ahala, 


cf. East Benue-Congo roots, e.g. Cara mvil, Berom vwel, Rukul amwel 

cf. Alladian nyu, Abidji jru, 

cf. Bete yiri, Krobu ce, Abure eci 

cf. Krobu wabre, Abidji yegbe, 

cf. Koyo 6a6uu 


? cf. Neyo lagba, Attie gbl, 

cf. Kru: Kuwaa ka and Bakwe kapu. These are, however, exceptional 

within Kru. 

cf. Baule je, Ebrie ece, 

cf. Koyo laga, Ebrie jiaka. #-na elements are common in words for 
‘God’ in this region. 

< originally Hausa aziki ’wealth 1 though via other languages, cf. Koyo 
sika, Twi sika ’gold’ 

cf. Niger-Congo #-li ’to bury’, Proto-Ijo di6i, 
cf. Koyo dudu, Mbatto odo, 


the #-kpo element is widespread in Kwa, e.g. Baule kpale, Alladian 
nkpo and related forms appear in East Benue-Congo, e.g. PEG *-koq' 

cf. Mbatto okoo, 
cf. Neyo lete 

cf. Avikam ada6ra, but a culture-word. 

cf. Bete of Guiberoa (Kru) gwAzi and related forms 


cf. Tepo jru, 
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English gloss 

Ega citation 

External parallel (if any) 

month 

ufe 

see 'moon' 

moon 

ufe /e- 

Niger-Congo root #-fe. cf. Eotile efe, Avikam efe etc. 

morning I 

afli 

? cf. Koyo zopli, 

morning II 

6661 


morning III 

ayumaa 


mound 

iduke /a- 


night 

udodo 

cf. Bete dudo, Krobu done 

pond 

avajia /i- 


potash 

aglu 


puddle 

itakpa 


rain 

edit 

Volta-Congo, e.g. Proto-Gurunsi *du, CB *-dumbi continuous rain 

rainbow 

ulele /e- 

cf. Abbey lele (also exceptional within Kwa) 

rainy season I 

odu 6 o 


rainy season II 

igude 


river 

udiigbi 

cf. Mbatto odu 6 e but also Nupe edu 'large river' 

road 

uvanu/e- 


salt 

agu 

cf. Koyo gnln, Abbey f|gu, Alladian ngqe. 

sand 

upalu 

cf. Abbey ggaji*, 

sea 

Jipe 

< Dida jie 

seed 

epi /i- 

old Niger-Congo root #-bi, meaning 'child, seed' 

shame 

ijiajil 

< Nzema nani, 

shelter 

061 


sickness 

oku 


smoke 

ucfosi 

cf. Guro (Mande) ce-goi (ce = fire). This may be exceptional within 
Mande 

star 

etafune 


stone 

itfofi 

Perhaps from Mande, as #g w V- is a common first element in CVCV 
structures, e.g. Dan gwA 

sun 

eyefi 

#eyi forms are found in Central Nigeria, especially Nupoid languages. 
Seme, the enclave Kru language among Gur speakers, has ye. 

thorn 

egu /i- 


today I 

rjiapu 

? check 

today 11 

rye 


tomorrow 

ayugu 


village 

u^la 

cf. Bete (Kru) gala and related languages, but also Baule kla, Abron 
kuro, 

wall 

u 6 udugblu 


water 

adii 

cf. Ebrie edu, and perhaps Eotile nzu 

week 

jiamacre 

< Dida jiamacri but cf. also Krobu kri, 

well 

icfugba 


wind 

upupolu /e- 

cf. Dida pupulu, Eotile efuba, Mbatto opu 6 e 

world 

ugafu 


year 

op"ni 

? < French 

yesterday 

rjiapu 
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English gloss Ega citation 
Propensities 


External parallel (if any) 


debt 

udu /e- 

cf. Avikam ed 5 , 

darkness 

isukpo /a- 


death 

eku 

cf. Bete ku, but a Niger-Congo root #-ku. 

dirt 

uplu 


enema 

ece 


extremity 

unft /e- 


fever 

oyi 

cf. Igboid oyi 'cold', 

fight 

ugalu Ie 


forgetting 

ilu 


friendship 

ula 


funeral 

awft 


half 

imekpi /a- 


heap 

ude /e- 


hole 

igb 5 

cf. Eotile ab 5 , Dida 6 uku, but #-bo roots are also found in Gur, e.g. 
Dagbane boyli and EBC, e.g. Aten bog 

hunger 

ig 5 

cf. Dida gwama, Koyo gbigbe, Mbatto ocf, Abbey ayo, Ebrie ako, but 
perhaps much more widespread e.g. Mada (Plateau) gyag 

hunting I 

IVI 


hunting II 

oil 


inheritance 

aja 

throughout Kwa in this region but also cf. Aizi aja, Godie ja, suggesting 
a regional culture-word 

interest 

egaka 


itch 

epi / a- 


left 

amasi 


lie 

ecfwe 


madness 

uyru 


matter 

imayn /a- 


medicine 

awazi 


middle 

agode 


moment 

ipu 


name 

mi 

cf. Kru: Koyo gin! also Kwa: Adyukru nin, Abidji me, Avikam eju. 
Niger-Congo root ? 

namesake 

atckpa 

< Dida atikpa 

naughtiness 

afya 


news 

igwe /a- 


opening 

uma /s- 


place 

a6u 


price 

eft 


proverb 

iquqvvnc 

cf. Abbey anaya, 

quarrel 

BZ3 


riddle 

ifuneguqwn 

e 

5 magbi 

see under 'story 

right 


shame 

rjiiijii 

? < Nzema nani, 

sickness 

oku 


sleep 

ala 

cf. Niger-Congo root #-la 'lie down, sleep', 

slice 

anaqa /i- 


smallpox 

eyifi 


smell I 

evlu 


smell II 

up 5 

cf. Tepo nu and other Kru also widespread nVn- roots for 'to smell' in 
EBC 

step, row 

ulagbi /e- 


story 

ifuneguqwn 

e 

eye 

x + ‘back’ cf. Neyo nunuo, 

thing 

cf. Ebrie ayi, Krobu yi, but then also East Benue-Congo parallels, e.g. 
Tarok iyom 
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English gloss 

Ega citation 

External parallel (if any) 

thirst 

icfunaga 

water + ? 

tracks 

ibc /a- 


truth 

nawlc 

cf. Abidji nawre, but probably a culture-word in this region 

tuberculosis 

odegbe ku 

stomach + sickness 

unhappiness 

isesu 


war 

ata 

cf. Ebrie at h a, Alladian aa, Mbatto ota, also Kru throughout #tu 

weight 

alulu 

Niger-Congo #-lu 'to be heavy' 

work 

do 661 i 

cf. Dida lo6oli. 

whistling 

ufenu It- 


yaws 

dogo 

cf. Nzema edo, Abbey do, Agni dobe, 

Objects + food 
products 



arrow 

ulu 

cf. Koyo li, 

axe I 

rgbu 

cf. Eotile rgbu, Wobe (Kru) gbo'pa, Nyabwa gbekpa and related 
languages but also Nupe egba and Proto-Nupoid #-gba 

axe II 

edu /a- 


bag (hunting) 

utu /e- 


bag 

bag'i 

? cf. English 'bag'. A culture -word found in the region 

basket 

itokwe 

? cf. Abure eke, 

bow 

apfi /i- 


bracelet 

isugbo /a- 


broom (house) 

ipopo /a- 

cf. Krobu popo, Abbey pusa, 

broom (yard) 

ivovo /a- 


canoe 

agayra /i- 

< Dida galu though also cf. Krobu kro, 

chair 

ikpu 

cf. Abidji likpe, 

charm 

iwisi 

cf. Alladian awa, 

chewstick 

e^a 

cf. Avikam rja, but a culture-word 

cloth, clothing 

ada /i- 

cf. Mbatto odadir. Abbey talr, Tepo danu, 

comb 

ufla It- 

< Kru e.g. Koyo fla but cf. Avikam lafwa with metathesis 

cookpot 

egu 

cf. jrcwc nuwo, ? Avikam nigbe, 

cowry 

eqwe 

cutlass 

dwarii 

< Dida daani, Mbatto ode, but this might be a culture-word related to 
widespread #ada forms in Nigeria. 

dayroom 

up ala 

cf. Baule ala, 

deck-chair 

daja 


door 

igbe 

cf. cf. jrewe gbo, Bete gbale, also Kwa: Ebrie agbo, Mbatto ogbo, 

doorway 

ucfb-ma 


drum 

egbi 

cf. Ebrie a6i, Mbatto 66 ii although these are probably culture-words. 
They also resemble the EBC root #-bi. 

fan 

opopo 

cf. Abidji popo, Attie pepe, but a regional culture-word 

fat 

m 


flour 

u6u It- 

cf. Avikam epu, Abidji mpu, 

food 

all h- 

cf. Bete lili, Baule alye, but relates to VC #-cfi 'to eat' 

fork 

agagba 


granary 

ipapa /a- 


gun 

ikuka 


gunpowder 

a kali 


hat 

ikpo 

cf. Dida kpookpo, Ebrie akpro, but a local culture-word. Also Igbo 

okpii. 

hoe 

uveku /e- 


hook 

egwe 

cf. Eotile ekue, but also throughout Kru: e.g. Wobe kwe 

horn (ivory 

umonu /e- 

cf. Mbatto m”mu, Ebrie amamru, 

knife 

oluwo /i- 


loincloth male 

ablaku 

cf. Ebrie aBrak*, but a widespread culture-term in the region 

loincloth female 

ivovu 


manila 

udagbu It- 
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English gloss 

Ega citation 

External parallel (if any) 

mat 

agbr 

cf. Koyo gboto, Adyukru ogo, 

meal 

all 

cf. Nzema alie, 

millstone 

acfasr 

cf. Alladian ebwase, 

money I 

ipi 


money II 

dfaa 


mortar 

ilogo /a- 

cf. Abbey ab, Krobu wro, Aizi lo, Guere doo, 

nail 

ulu /e- 


needle 

umrselu /e- 

< Baule amesre 

net for fishing 

idada /a- 

cf. Krobu, Agni dada also Kru: Aizi dada, Neyo dada. A culture-word 
in this region 

net for hunting 

eseg 6 li /a- 


net III 

z 5 

? cf. Benue-Congo e.g. Nupe esa, Kulu isak. 

oil 

ajh 

see ‘fat’, cf. Tepojina, 

paddle 

ublu /e- 


palmwine 

acflalolu 


pestle, large 

ugbi 


pestle, small 

ig 6 ug 6 o 

? cf. Abbey orugbo 

pipe 

emagu 


porridge 

afufii 

cf. Agni, Baule mvufu. A regional culture-word 

pot 

egu 

cf. Ebrie epa, Krobu, Abidji mpa 

pounded yam 

pa 

room 

up ala /e- 


rope 

up a /e- 

cf. Tepo (Kru) pata though this form is isolated within Kru, also Abidji 

ba 

sauce I 

uplu 

? cf. Proto-Ijo fubu, 

sauce II 

anagba /i- 


sauce III 

asru 


shed 

avlu 


shoe 

gbabua 

cf. Ebrie egbawa but a regional culture-word 

shrine 

imasa /a- 


spear 

elu /i- 

cf. Gban (Mande) du, but ? Kru: Neyo li. 

staff 

kpama 

cf. Avikam kpama but widespread in the region as a culture-term 

stick 

ete /a- 

see tree 

suck 

Jia 

cf. Mbattojie, 

threshing tray 

egobe 

cf. Abure obu, Krobu gbale, 

trap (animal) I 

edale /a- 


trap (animal) II 

emayi 

cf. Ebrie emr, 

tool 

ove 


vehicle 

ag 515 

= ’canoe 1 

whistle 

vlevleco 


winnowing tray 

egobe 


youth 

anima 


Numerals 

one 

ilog 6 o 

cf. Mbatto lo 6 o, Koyo 6 ab, 

two 

IJ13 

cf. Eotile ap"\ Abure apu, and widespread in this region. 

three 

ita 

cf. Koyo ta, Niger-Congo #-ta 

four 

ile 

cf. Abbey ale, 

five 

igwe 

cf. Dida ngbi, Niger-Congo #-na 

six 

igwadh 

? 5 + 1 

seven 

irjwafirp 

5 + 2 

eight 

igwabta 

5 + 3 

nine 

'ipwafile 

5 + 4 

ten 

izu 

? cf. Abron du?, 

twenty 

uglu 

cf. Godie (Kru) gala and related forms in other W. Kru languages 

hundred 

eglueqwe 

20 x 5. Most Kwa languages have a distinct lexeme, but three others use 
the 20 x 5 formulation, although with different basic terms. This pattern 
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English gloss Ega citation 


External parallel (if any) 


is also co mm on in Kru 


Adjectives 


all 

fri 


big 

-gaga 


black 

kpikpi 


good 

kata 


many 

gagasa 


new 

waluwa 


plenty 

6 utukpa 

cf. Ebrie 6 udu, 

red 

-gbugba 


rough 

agbakli 


round 

ikpakludu 

cf. Baule kuklu but similar words are found across the region and 

small 

-jierkpa 

indeed the world. 

smooth 

dyedye 

cf. Abidji tretrr, and similar forms in many languages of the region 

wet 

wala 

? cf. Baule flala, 

wide 

pa aft 


white 

-fufu 

cf. Eotile fufu but Niger-Congo root #-fu. 

yellow 

-piipu 


Conjunctions 

etc. 

and 

ayi 


close to 

ISU 


if 

ayi....-xa 

cf. Avikam eyi, 

inside 

-(P 

? Baule nu, 

this one 

-ma 


that one 

-rju 


with 

ayi 


yonder 

asuwogii 


Interrogatives 

what? 

iya 


when? 

who? 

ana 


Verbs 

to answer 

tana 

cf. 'to speak' 

to arrive 


cf. Tepojine, 

to ask pardon 

yuywe 


to attach 

gwa 

cf. Neyo gwa, 

to be able 

kwla 


to be afraid 

ba oku 


to be alive 

yra 


to be big 

ga 


to be cooked 

ku 


to be difficult 

fiisu 


to be dry 

yiyo 


to be far 

wla aft 


to be full 

ye 

#yi is widespread in Kwa 

to be good 

kafa 


to be hard 

fiisu 
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English gloss 

Ega citation 

External parallel (if any) 

to be heavy 

lu 

A Niger-Congo root. cf. Abure la, Mbatto loa, etc. 

to be hot 

H 5 

cf. Proto-Ijo afiri, 

to be in flower 

fieri 

< French? 

to be liquid 

crifi 


to be narrow 

mena isu 


to be old 

jine 


to be pregnant 

ga agu 

x + stomach 

to be raw 

qvvne 


to be ripe 

gba 

cf. Baule bio, 

to be standing 

pu eti 


to be strong 

fiirp 


to be thick 

6 one isu 


to be tired 

sye 

? cf. widespread fe roots (e.g. Agni, Attie, Baule) 

to beat (drum) 

6 e 

cf. jrewe be, Dida 61 a, also Kwa: Krobu bre, Baule bo, 

to bite 

ga 


to blow 

fo 

cf. Eotile fu, but Niger-Congo #fu 

to boil, cook 

wele 


to break 

kata 


to breathe 

su aga 

verb + 'air'. 

to bum 

fya 

cf. Abure fe. 

to build 

ka 

cf. Alladian ku, 

to buy 

pe 

cf. Dida pia, Mbatto pe, Abidji pa, Abbey ve, Proto-Ijo fe, 

to call 

^lu 


to carry 

ga 


to catch 

66 


to change 

keci 


to chew 

ta 

Niger-Congo root #ta 

to choose 

gbazramga 

cf. Dida gbazrift, 

to close 

ci 


to come 

wa 

cf. Abbey wa, Krobu wa, but widespread in Niger-Congo 

to come back 

kpana ibe 


to cook 

ga 


to cough 

kpasa 

cf. Eotile kanza, Mbatto kra, but similar forms widespread in Africa, cf. 
PWS #kual-, kuan- (W.:245) 

to count 


cf. jrewe ge, Mbatto cf~ 

to cut 

vya 


to dance 

iwli 

cf. ‘to sing’ 

to defecate 

da 


to die 

ku 

Niger-Congo root 

to dig 

tfwe 

cf. Benue-Congo, e.g. Igala gwa, Ayere gbo, CB #guqgu 

to dig up 

su aft 


to dive 

pa 


to do 

ka 

cf. Adyukru kok, 

to dream 

jialu 

cf. PWS #la ‘to lie down or sleep’ but #na- for 'to dream' is common in 
Benue-Congo 

to drink 

na 

cf. Tepo na, Baule n‘, 

to eat 

ft 

Volta-Congo root. cf. Baule di, Abure li, 

to fall 

6 a aft 


to feel 

mo 


to finish 

6 a 

? cf. Mande 

to fish 

pa 


to float 

sepo 


to flow 

bu 

cf. Godie pnln, Abure bold, 

to fly 

fe 

cf. Ebrie fe, Abure ft, Nzema fi, 

to follow 

ga itu 

cf. Ebrie ge t h a, 

to get s.t. I 

wli 


to get s.t. II 

X£ 

cf. Ebrie ge, Mbatto ge, Abidji he, 

to give 

pu 
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English gloss 

Ega citation 

External parallel (if any) 

to give birth 

6 i 

cf. Alladian bi, Attie ho bi, but Niger-Congo connected with #-bi for 
'child' 

to go 

mi 

cf. common Kru, Proto-Ijo mu, mu, also Adyukru (Kwa) im, though 
this is exceptional 

to go down 

de eti 

cf. Ebrie dya t h e, jrewe ft, 

to go in 

wiene 

? cf. Agni, Baule wulu 

to go up 

6 u 


to go up to 

pc 


to greet 

ka niuka 

'make salutation' 

to grow 

la 

cf. Ebrie le, 

to hang 

g6c 


to have sex with I 

do 

cf. Mbatto di, 

to have sex with 

II 

to hear 

mni 




to hide 

da 


to hold 

66 

cf. Ebrie 66 p h e, 

to insult 

via 

cf. Alladian wra, Avikam wra, Abbey ra, 

to jump 

kpata 


to kick 

66 

cf. Ebrie 6 e 

to kill 

wa 

cf. Abidji wo, Mbatto we, Alladian wri but found throughout Niger- 
Congo and Nilo-Saharan, e.g. Oubi (Kru) wala, Debri Nubian wur-. 
Westermann (1927:225) 

to kneel down 

ga ino afi 


to know 

J* 

cf. Eotile jini, Avikam jii, but an Atlantic-Congo root #-niN- cf. 
Westermann (1927:x) 

to laugh 

Cl 


to lay egg 

da 

cf. Nzema tu, Abidji rua, 

to learn 

did a 


to lend 

6 u ana 

cf. Nzema, Agni ba, 

to lie 

tutu ucfwe 


to lie down 

de eti 

cf. Agni da, Mbatto le but these are probably local variants of Niger- 
Congo #-la, #-ra. 

to light (fire) 

66 


to look at 

veil 


to look for 

yiye 


to love, like 

jiama 


to make, do 

ka 


to make fun of 

c'i 


to marry 

yu 

? Avikam zye, 

to measure 

keli 


to mix 

elkana nja 


to pierce 

flu 

? Kru e.g. Guere 116 

to plant I 

16 afi 


to plant II 

66 afi 


to play 

pa 


to pluck 

kpc 

cf. Ebrie kpa, Abbey kpa, 

to pound 

la 

? PMC #tu- cf. Westermann (1927:x) 

to pour 

ce eti 

? cf. Abidji ku ei, 

to pull 

jri 


to punch 

da 


to rain 

na 

cf. Mbatto nra, Alladian na, 

to remember 

gwa 

cf. Abbey yaya, 

to rot 

6 u 

cf. Ebrie b 1 , Ibibio bu 'be rotten', PB #-bund-. but Niger-Congo 
(Westermann, 1927:213) 

to run 

ba 


to say 

wa 


to scratch 

gwi 
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English gloss 

Ega citation 

External parallel (if any) 

to search for 

y'ye 

cf. Bete ynye, also 'to want' 

to see 

wli 

cf. Mbatto, Abbey wu, 

to sell 

left 

#-la is widespread in Niger-Congo and Nilo-Saharan 

to send back s.o. 

ba 

cf. Abidji be, 

to sew 

kpla 

cf. Krobu, Baule kpa 

to shake 

doko 

cf. Avikamjaka, Alladian jaka, Abbey ka, 

to shaipen 

yo 

cf. Aizi sa, Wobe soa, Eotile so, Mbatto se, and other Kwa with s + 
front vowel 

to shave 

cu 


to shoot 

6 e 


to shout 

keli na 


to show 

da 


to sing 

wle 

cf. Kru: Nyabwa 6 le, also Proto-Bantu *-bin- and Degema 6 ene 'dance' 

to sit down 

gale 

? cf. Bete g«li...se 

to sleep 

la ala 

‘to sleep a sleep’. Niger-Congo root 

to slide 

drigba 


to smoke 

gba 

cf. Ebrie gbo 

to snore 

klu 


to speak 

ta 

cf. Abure tia but this root can be reconstructed at least to PAC 
(Westermann, 1927). 

to spit 

pe 


to spurt 

pe 


to steal 

la 


to suffer 

kwfi6ia 


to swallow 

6 e 

? Mbatto pye 

to swear oath 

je 


to sweat 

coco 


to sweep 

j™ 

Perhaps cf. Didajiupu 

to swim 

yru 


to take 

yu 

? cf. Abidji cu, 

to taste 

fufa ajn 


to think 


cf. Avikam gugu. 

to throw 

wala 


to tighten 

men a isu 

cf. Mbatto ml', Attie ma, 

to turn 

bit! 

cf. Baule bli. 

to understand 

ca 

cf. Eotile sa, Avikam se, 

to undress 

suhga 

? cf. Attie si jie 

to urinate 

la ilakpa 

x + urine 

to vomit 

vvuvva 

Perhaps related to widespread Kru forms such as Konobo wala 

to wait for 

jiana 


to wake up 

pe 

cf. Abbey pule, Ebrie fre, 

to walk 

na 

cf. Krobu na, Mbatto na, 

to go for a walk 

bi 

From common Kru bi 

to want 

y'ye 

also 'to search for' 

to wash 

fajina 

? cf. Adyukru es efn, Nupe fu 

to watch over 

kwle 


to weave 

du 

Niger-Congo root. cf. Nupe lu + , Vute luu and Westermann (1927:252) 

to weep 

tu 

cf. Nzema su, Mbatto to. 

to yell 

keli pa 



French to translate concession, campement, butter, cousin de tete, enfiler, enfler, fourmi-magnan, fourmi- 
cadavre, gendre, 

4. Conclusions 

Ega illustrates very well the problem of classifying languages with large amounts of aberrant vocabulary. It 
has clearly taken into its lexicon substantial vocabulary from distinct branches of Niger-Congo. It has a 
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system of noun-prefixes far more complete and regular than any nearby Kwa relatives. In principle, Ega 
could be; 

a) A Kwa language long-separated from other Kwa languages 

b) An independent branch of Niger-Congo or Volta-Congo that has come under the influence of 
Kwa, Kru and Mande 

c) A non-Niger-Congo language that has come under these influences 

Considerable further work will be required to develop a more sophisticated means of deciding between these 
hypotheses. However, Ega provides a good illustration of problems of simply encompassing all West 
African languages in well-defined groupings on the basis of a limited number of cognates/lookalikes. 

On the basis of this list the uniqueness of Ega is confirmed with a surprising number of basic lexical items 
showing no cognates in nearby languages. An intriguing feature is the way cognates are found with 
languages scattered across Kwa, Kru and to a lesser extent, Mande. Even the now-dominant Dida language 
apparently shows no special relationship with Ega. This suggests that Ega has had a long period of isolation, 
moving around and interacting with different languages in different branches of Niger-Congo. 

The nominal prefix system, though distinctive for the area, does not align it with any particular branch of 
East Volta-Congo. It does suggest that we should be looking east rather than west and there is no trace of 
either functioning or fossil systems of noun-suffixes suggesting Kru or Gur. The occasional cognates with 
East Benue-Congo are very suggestive, and it seems possible that Ega would be best treated as a single 
branch of East Volta-Congo, part of the diversifying dialect chain that came later to be regarded as the Kwa 
languages. 

If so, then the reformulation of East Volta-Congo would look something like this; 

Figure 1. East Volta-Congo 

*East Volta-Congo =Proto-Benue-Kwa 


Ega 


Avikam, 
Ajukru, 
Abidji, 
Abbey etc. 


Potou- 

Tano 




Yoruboid, 

Edoid, 


Central 

Akokoid, 


Togo 

Igboid 




Akpes 


Ga-Dangme 


Gbe 


Ayere-Ahan 


Nupoid, 

Idomoid, 

Okoid 


Ukaan 


East 

Benue- 

Congo 


This paper is not intended to justify this overall fragmentation of Kwa and West Benue-Congo, only to 
illustrate the hypothesis that the whole group needs to regarded as a dialect chain that has diversified and 
that Ega is best regarded as a single branch with no underlying special relationship to ts nearest geographical 
neighbours. 
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